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The Microbe is a publication of the Michigan State Society of American Medical Technologists and is published two (2) times a year.  

The views and opinions expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the MSSAMT or American Medial Technologists.  The Editor reserves the right to accept, reject or revise any material submitted for publication.



Hello My Fellow Members, 
It seems we are all done with winter; and I hope everyone is enjoying the mild weather.  In April at the last membership count, Michigan has 2897 members.  Absolutely Great!
At the National convention in San Antonio, Texas, July 9-14, 2012, the state society will be represented by 11 delegates.  We still have some delegate seats to be filled.  If you wish to join us in San Antonio, Please call me at 1-810-982-5651.  At the convention MSSAMT will receive two awards.  One is the”State Honor Roll” and I am the recipient of the Silver Award.  What an honor for me, to be chosen out of so many.
Thank You so Very Much.

I am already working on our fall scientific meeting, October 11-12-13, 2012 in Frankenmuth.  I hope as many as possible will join us and taking advantage of listening to great lectures, enjoying the good food and friendly atmosphere.  Earning your CEC’s at a very reasonable price is definitely a plus.  It would be just wonderful if I could see you all at the fall meeting in Frankenmuth.

In the mean time, our board members will meet again in August with State Representative Mr. Paul Muxlow, to work on the state licensure bill for Medical Laboratory Personnel.

Until we meet at the October seminar, I wish every state society member and their families a “Glorious and Safe” summer.

Sincerely,




Sieglinde Wildie MLT


As members of the Great Lakes District of AMT, we are all looking forward to Spring and those of you with Spring Meetings are planning those at this time.
I just returned from a meeting with the AMT Board and Council in San Antonio, Texas, which is the location for our 74th Educational Program and National meeting this summer. July 9*- 14th, 2012, at the Hyatt regency San Antonio. 123 Losoya St., San Antonio, TX 78205.  The room is $119.00 a night plus 17% tax.  Make your plans now to attend.  A great educational program is planned.  Look for changes in the format of this meeting.
There is increased continuing education on the AMT web site.  Camille Murray, the Educational Manager has made this available. 

Kathy Cilia, Director of Marketing and Member Services, is in the process of redoing the promotional material for AMT.  AMT also has a customer service department that is up and running.
Remember to continue to use AMTRAX.  Keep copies of your information in the event it may be needed for verification of your entries.

April 22-28, 2012 is National Laboratory Professionals Week this year.
The 75th Educational Program and National Meeting will be held July 7-12, 2013 in Pittsburg, PA.
I continue to stress to all members. Please support your state society officers.  If at all possible, show your support by attending your State Meetings.

If I can be of help, do not hesitate to contact me.

                                       Clara Boykin, MT       
1023 Dayton Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55104

Email: claraboykin1023@msn.com  

Work - 651 999 4788 (Monday thru Friday) 

Cell - 651 247 3231
Home - 651 644 3128


On April 28th the MSSAMT Board of Directors met in Frankenmuth at the Bavarian Inn for our Spring meeting.  We covered many topics, such as the successful fall meeting we had last year and how we can better serve our members.  I am sure that Siegi will have wonder speakers lined up as usual and you can not ask for a better location than Frankenmuth.
As Siegi mentioned in her message, we have 11 members signed up to attend the National Educational Meeting in San Antonio, Texas.  That is the most delegates that I can remember attending in a long time.  The meeting is always a wonderful time and several of our board members are on national committees and have input to the AMT organization.  Next year the National Meeting will be in Pittsburg, PA, July 8 – 13, 2013.  It will be the 75th national AMT meeting and I am sure it will be a very special event.  Next year they will be consolidating some of the events and trying to make it more accessible to members.  I will be posting more information later this summer.
The other big event to keep in mind will be the Great Lakes District meeting taking place next year.  Many members form all the Great Lakes Sate Societies have been working hard on the planning.  We will be having a special meeting in San Antonio this summer and there will be more information coming in the fall as to dates and location.  Remember there will not be a Michigan state fall meeting in Frankenmuth next year, our state business meeting will take place at the district meeting.
I hope to see many of you in the fall, and please keep checking the website for more information that I will be posting this summer.
Suellen Schobert, MLT 



MSSAMT Editor
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We employ the use of Standard Precautions every day in our work places but perhaps we have not reviewed the practices for some time.  We do not have room to cover all areas but will list the most commonly used standards.

Assume that every person is potentially infected or colonized with an organism that count be transmitted in the healthcare setting and apply the following infection control practices during the delivery of health care.

Hand Hygiene
· During the delivery of healthcare, avoid unnecessary toughing of surfaces in close proximity to the patient to prevent both contamination of clean hands from environmental surfaces and transmission of pathogens from contaminated hands to surfaces.

· When hands are visibly dirty, contaminated with proteinaceous material, or visibly soiled with blood or body fluids, wash hands with either a nonantimicrobial soap and water or an antimicrobial soap and water.

· If hands are not visibly soiled or after removing visible material with nonantimicrobial soap and water, decontaminate hands.  The preferred method of hand decontamination is with an alcohol-based hand rub. 
· Alternatively, hands may be washed with an antimicrobial soap and water.  Frequent use of alcohol-based hand rub immediately following hand washing may increase the frequency of dermatitis.

Perform hand hygiene:

Before having direct contact with patients.

After contact with blood, body fluids or excretions, mucous membranes, nonintact skin, or wound dressings.

After contact with a patient’s intact skin (e.g., when taking a pulse or blood pressure or lifting a patient) 

If hands will be moving from a contaminated–body site to a clean-body site during patient care.

After contact with inanimate objects (including medical equipment) in the immediate vicinity of the patient.

After removing gloves.

Do not wear artificial fingernails or extenders if duties include direct contact with patients at high risk for infection and associated adverse outcomes.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Wear PPE when the nature of the anticipated patient interaction indicates that contact with blood or body fluids may occur.

Prevent contamination of clothing and skin during the process of removing PPE.

Before leaving the patient’s room or cubicle, remove and discard PPE.

Gloves
Wear gloves when it can be reasonably anticipated that contact with blood or other potentially infectious material, mucous membranes, nonintact skin or potentially contaminated intact skin could occur.

Wear gloves with fit and durability appropriate to the task.

Wear disposable medial examination gloves for providing direct patient care.

Wear disposable medical examination gloves or reusable utility gloves for cleaning the environment or medical equipment.

Remove gloves after contact with a patient and/or the surrounding environment using proper technique to prevent hand contamination.

Do not wear the same pair of gloves for the care of more than one patient.  Do not wash gloves for the purpose of reuse since this practice has been associated with transmission of pathogens.

Change gloves during patient care if the hands move from a contaminated body site to a clean body site.

Gowns
Wear a gown, that is appropriate to the task, to protect skin and prevent soiling or contamination of clothing during procedures and patient-care activities when contact with blood, body fluids, secretions, or excretions is anticipated.

Wear a gown for direct patient contact if the patient has uncontained secretions or excretions.

Remove gown and perform hand hygiene before leaving the patient’s environment.

Do not reuse gowns, even for repeated contacts with the same patient.

Mouth, nose, eye protection

Use PPE to protect the mucous membranes of the eyes, nose and mouth during procedures and patient-care activities that are likely to generate splashes or sprays of blood, body fluids, secretions and excretions.  Select masks, goggles, face shields, and combinations of each according to the need anticipated by the task performed.


SAFE WORK PRACTICES
· Keep hands away from face

· Work from clean to dirty

· Limit surfaces touched

· Change PPE when torn or heavily contaminated

· Perform hand hygiene

References; 2007 Guideline for Isolation precautions: Preventing Transmission of Infectious agents in Healthcare Settings

Jane D. Siegel MD; Emily Rhinehart, RN MPH CIC; Marguerite Jackson, PhD;  Linda Chiarello, RN MS; The Healthcare Infection Control Practices Advisory Committee

Center for Disease Control [CDC} 1600 Clifton Rd. Atlanta, GA 3033

CDC Guideline for Hand Hygiene in Health-Care Setting
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Keep track of those CEC’s by entering data online using AMTrax.


Log in to � HYPERLINK "http://www.americanmedtech.org" ��www.americanmedtech.org� and click on AMTrax under the CE tab.








